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SECRET STATE 024256 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PCAT, MASS. LY FR 
SUBJECT: MILITARY SALES TO LIBYA 


Message Text 


1 . ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS 
AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS 
RELATED TO THE SALE OF MILITARY ITEMS TO LIBYA. 
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- AS EVIDENCED BY THE CLOSE ATTENTION DEVOTED TO THE 
ISSUE BY SENATE COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON INTERNATIONAL 
TERRORISM IN RECENT DAYS, THE USG AS A WHOLE IS BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY CONCERNED BY LIBYA'S ROLE IN SUPPORTING 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. 


- LIBYA IS PLAYING AN UNHELPFUL AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS 
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ROLE WITH RESPECT TO EGYPT, IN RELATION TO A MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT, IN THE HORN AND ELSEWHERE IN AFRICA. 

- THE USG IS NOT PREPARED TO SELL MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO 

LIBYA AND HENCE DENIES LICENSES 

FOR EXPORTS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO LIBYA AS WELL AS 
COPRODUCTION IN THIRD COUNTRIES FOR EXPORT TO LIBYA, 

- WE TRUST THAT FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS SHARE A COMMON 
INTEREST IN DENYING TO LIBYA ANY EQUIPMENT WHICH WOULD 

SIGNIFICANTLY AUGMENT LIBYA'S CAPABILITIES TO WORK 
AGAINST PEACE OR TO FOMENT TERRORISM. 

- SALES BY FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS OF SUCH EQUIPMENT 
WOULD PUT THE USG IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. 

2. PLEASE REPORT FULLY HOST GOVERNMENT REACTIONS. 
DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING ANYTHING 
EMBASSIES MAY KNOW ABOUT POTENTIAL SALES OF MILITARY 
OR RELATED EQUIPMENT TO LIBYA. VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 024256 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY :NEA/RA:EAPADELFORD:II 
APPROVED BY: NEA/RA : EAPADELFORD 
EUR/WE:MCKINLEY 
S/S-0:JETOBIN 

009766 140804Z/21 

R 140255Z FEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO USMISSION USNATO 4745 

SECRET STATE 024256 

EXDIS 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 024256 ACTION BRUSSELS LONDON MADRID 
BONN THE HAGUE PARIS ROME TRIPOLI DATED JAN 30: 
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QTE: SECRET STATE 024256 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PCAT, MASS, LY FR 
SUBJECT: MILITARY SALES TO LIBYA 

1 . ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS 
AT AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS 
RELATED TO THE SALE OF MILITARY ITEMS TO LIBYA. 

- AS EVIDENCED BY THE CLOSE ATTENTION DEVOTED TO THE 
ISSUE BY SENATE COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON INTERNATIONAL 
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TERRORISM IN RECENT DAYS, THE USG AS A WHOLE IS BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY CONCERNED BY LIBYA'S ROLE IN SUPPORTING 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. 

- LIBYA IS PLAYING AN UNHELPFUL AND POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS 
ROLE WITH RESPECT TO EGYPT, IN RELATION TO A MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT, IN THE HORN AND ELSEWHERE IN AFRICA. 

- THE USG IS NOT PREPARED TO SELL MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO 

LIBYA AND HENCE DENIES LICENSES 

FOR EXPORTS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO LIBYA AS WELL AS 
COPRODUCTION IN THIRD COUNTRIES FOR EXPORT TO LIBYA. 

- WE TRUST THAT FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS SHARE A COMMON 
INTEREST IN DENYING TO LIBYA ANY EQUIPMENT WHICH WOULD 

SIGNIFICANTLY AUGMENT LIBYA'S CAPABILITIES TO WORK 
AGAINST PEACE OR TO FOMENT TERRORISM. 

- SALES BY FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS OF SUCH EQUIPMENT 
WOULD PUT THE USG IN A DIFFICULT POSITION. 

2. PLEASE REPORT FULLY HOST GOVERNMENT REACTIONS. 

DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING ANYTHING 
EMBASSIES MAY KNOW ABOUT POTENTIAL SALES OF MILITARY 
OR RELATED EQUIPMENT TO LIBYA. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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